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members specially  representing  the  community, whose interests
are to be vitally affected by the finding of the Commission.

(2)  This meeting respectfully  urges  the  Government to add to
the membership the Hon. Mr. W. P. Schreiner and the Hon. Sir
James Rose-Innes, or such other eminent members of the Euro-
pean race residing in South Africa whose nomination would be
acceptable to the South African Indian community.

(3)  This mass meeting, in the event of the Government's accepting
the Indian view that the personnel of the Commission should be
added to for the purpose of securing adequate representation of all
interests involved in its inquiry, also requests the immediate dis-
charge of all the passive resistance prisoners presently in gaol,
and, on its part, die Indian community undertakes to suspend
passive resistance until the publication of the findings of the Com-
mission.    In   the   unfortunate   event, however, of the Govern-
ment's  refusal   to  comply with its respectful requests, the  com-
munity will be  obliged  at once to prosecute the struggle with
renewed vigour and determination.

The Natal Mercury, 22-12-1913

201.  LETTER TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR*

[DURBAN,
December 21, 1913}

SIR,            '

We understand from the papers that our release from im-
prisonment, before the natural period of the respective terms
to which we were sentenced, was due to the recommendation of
the members of the Commission which has been recently appoin-
ted to investigate the causes that led up to the strike of inden-
tured and other Indians in Natal and other Indian matters. We
fully appreciate the reasons which moved the Commissioners to
make the recommendation, and the Government's acceptance
thereof, and we are desirous of helping the Commission to investi-
gate the causes. We beg to express our gratefulness for the ap-
pointment of a Commission for the purpose above indicated,
but we are reluctantly obliged to inform the Government that
we shall be unable to render the assistance which it is in our
power to do, unless the objections presently to be set forth are
met by the Government. We have ascertained that the Indian

1 A gist of this letter appears in Satyagraka in South Africa, Gh.